GREAT BARRIER REEF

Located off the coast of Queensland, the Great Ba rrier Reef
is the world’s largest coral reef system composed of roughly
3,000 individual reefs and 900 islands. Selected as a World
Heritage Site in 1981, it is also seen as one of the seven
natural wonders of the world. The Great Barrier Reef is also
the world’s largest World Heritage Area exte nding 2,000
kilometres and covering an area of 35 million hectares. The
Great Barrier Reef can be seen from outer space and is the
world’s biggest single structure made by living organisms.
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The Horizontal Falls, which are located near Talbot Bay, in
the north-west of Western Australia is described by David
Attenborough as “one of the greatest natural wonders of
the world”. Although they are called waterfalls, this natural
phenomenon actually consists of enormous tidal currents
racing through narrow coastal gorges. And they do all this
sideways, which is where the name ‘Horizontal Falls’ came
from. The gorges were created by the enormous variation
in tides. The water level rising, or falling, in Talbot Bay
(due to the tide) causes a major height difference with the
water level in the inlet on the other side of the Falls. It is
also one of the largest tidal changes in the world. Talbot
Bay is almost Australia’s last frontier; few people have ever
seen this spectacular event as there is no car access.

TWELVE APOSTLES
Erosion created these limestone stacks that are viewable
from the Great Ocean Road, off the Victorian coast,
where they continue to erode. In spite of being named
the Twelve Apostles, there were only nine when they

were named, but after a recent fall, there are now eight.
Their base erodes at a rate of two centimetres a year.
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Stretching for almost 300 kilometres Ningaloo Reef is

a World Heritage listed coral reef system. The nearby

Shark Bay, Australia’s largest bay, features a 1,030 square
kilometre Wooramel Seagrass Bank and is the largest of

its type in the world. Ningaloo Reef is, at times, home to
the Whale Shark, the largest fish species in the world.

Lake St Clair National Park which includes Cradle Mountain
is part of the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area.
Lake St Clair is the deepest lake in Australia and the head
of the Derwent River. It is located in the Central Highlands
area of Tasmania, 165 km northwest of Hobart.




