Peering through the glassy water at the world of rock poolsis a very
special way to spend a morning or even a whole day. An amazing variety
of creatures live in these special environments, let’s take a look at a few.
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Sea turtles are generally found in the waters over continental shelves or areas with
reefs. Once the males enter the water for the first time they will not return to the
shore again. Green sea turtles in particular are often found in Sargassum beds, a
brown seaweed in which they use for shelter and food. Once the sea turtle has
reached adulthood it moves closer to the shore, females will then come ashore to
lay their eggs on sandy beaches during the nesting season.
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They feed on a wide range of sea creatures and plants, most sea turtles are omnivorous in '

their adult life, unlike most sea turtles, adult green turtles are herbivorous, feeding on sea

grasses and algae. Juvenile green turtles, however, will also eat invertebrates like crabs,

jellyfish, and sponges. Some species have a certain kind of prey that makes up the majority of

their diet. The sea sponges are the main food source for the hawksbill sea turtles, constituting

of 70-95% of their diet. The Leatherback sea turtles feed almost exclusively on jellyfish.

Six of the seven species of sea turtles are threatened or endangered. Sea turtles
face a number of dangers when migrating and feeding, including accidental

capture and entanglement in fishing gear, the loss of nesting and feeding sites
to coastal development, intentional hunting (poaching), and ocean pollution.

DID YOU KNOW?

Sea turtles can lay anywhere
between 50 and 200 eggs
at a time, the gender of the
turtle will depend on the
environmental temperatuyre,

By comparing fossil shells with

' today's seashells from warm and cold

climates, scientists can discover what
the climate may have been like in

different regions millions of years ago.
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Kemp’s Ridley Sea Turtle

Whgn hermit crabs outgrow
their shells, they look for a
New empty snail shell to take

Try this seashell tongue twister... we dare
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shells, hermit crabs would

have no homes. She sells seashells by the seashore.

The shells she sells are surely seashells.
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