GEMSTONES 7

Agemstoneis usually a mineral, but it is one that has formed N« )

crystals and then been cut and polished professionally to be made P ¥

into a piece of jewellery. The study of gemstones is called gemology. - ot 3
Gemstones are usually measured by their hardness, size, andrarity. e B ﬁ)fu F

Unpolished gemstones simply look like ordinary rocks; cutting b AR\ PP g X :

and polishing allows them to have brilliance and sometimes color g - .

(leading to their value) that can’t be found in other types of stones. . P NN
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- : B¢ Precious gemstones
Al include diamond, emerald,
o op© ruby, and sapphire.

ROCKS

The scientific term for rocks is petrology and understanding them is crucial
for understanding the formation and mineral makeup of the earth. Rocks are
made from minerals and can come in every size: They can be tiny pebbles or
mountains big enough on which to climb or drive. Rocks do not have a special
chemical or mineral makeup. While most rocks are not cut or polished to be
used as gemstones, some rocks, including lapis lazuli, are classified as gems.

MININ
Many rocks and gemstones are mined
every single day. The first thing

you might think of is rocks that are
used in jewellery but we alsomine
rocks for things like metal to make
things like aluminium which makes
the tin foil we use when cooking or
sandstone slabs we use for building.




