DID YOU kKNOW?
Although it js estimated.
that they only cover
6% of the earth’s
surface, rainforests are

responsible for 289 of the
worlds oxygen ty rnover,
[T i

. Australia’s rainforests are the oldest continually surviving rainforests on earth and once
’ covered the entire Australian continent, but over millions of years, as the climate and L A'
geography has changed, so have the rainforests. Australia’s Tropical Rainforests now only
’ cover a small strip between the coast of Queensland and the Great Dividing Range. The
rainforests stretches around 500 kilometres from Cooktown in the north to Townsville in
the south. Today these rainforests represent less than 0.2% of the country’s total land mass.

Despite the size of these rainforests they are the home to a wide range of animal life including:
* 18% of all Australian bird species. * 39% of all Australian marsupial species.

* 23% of all Australian reptile species. * 62% of all Australian butterfly species.

* 30% of all Australian frog species.
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| INTERESTING/FACTS
To be classified as a tropical These rainforests are internationally
rainforest, the area must receive recognised as being one of the most
at least 1.3 metres of rain per year. ecologically fascinating natural areas,
] i . of the few remaining
Australia’s tropical rainforest covers as they are S0 f in the world
; pristine tropical rainforests in the world.
around 9,000 square kilometres.

| Apprpximafelg 3,000 different plant
L. . species from 210 families are found

in Australia’s Tropical Rainforests.




