RECREATING THE
GREENHOUSE EFEECT

The Earth’s climate has changed many times in the past.
Subtropical forests have spread from the south into more
temperate or milder, cooler climates areas. Millions of

years later, ice sheets spread from the north covering Q
much of the northern United States, Europe and Asia with @}"
great glaciers. Today, nearly all scientists believe human )7
beings are changing the climate. How can that be?

HOW CAN YOU SHOW THE
GREENHOUSE EFFECT?

WHAT YOU'LL NEED

- Two identical + 10 ice cubes
glassjars « One clear plastic bag
+ 4 cups cold water « Thermometer

WHAT YOU'LL DISCOVER!

In bright sunshine, the airinside a greenhouse becomes
warm. The greenhouse glass lets in the sun’s light
energy and some of its heat energy. This heat builds

up inside the greenhouse. You have just shown a Small
greenhouse effect. What do you think could happen if
this greenhouse effect changed the Earth’s climate?

f\nf_ather version of a greenhouse is what happens
inside an automobile parked in the sun. The sun’s light

and heat gets into the vehicle and is trapped inside, like
the plastic bag around the jar. The temperatureins;dea g SR
car can get over 49 degrees Celsius.



